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Rules of Procedure  
  
  
  
  

Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University  
  
  

White Plains, New York  
  
  

March 9-10, 2024  

IBA ICC Moot Court Competition  

Regional Round for the Americas and Caribbean  

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: February 5, 2024 by 5:00 p.m.  
  
  
  
  
   
 
 
   
Please note: These rules apply to the Round of the Americas held at Elisabeth Haub School of 
Law at Pace University. They are for the most part identical to those for the International Final 
rounds held in The Hague. While we endeavor to synchronize our rules with those for the 
International Finals, there may on occasion be slight variations between the two. For the 
purposes of the Round of the Americas, Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University and 
its organizers shall be the final arbiters of these rules. Should a conflict in the rules exist and 
should it potentially impact the competition, this should be brought to our attention and Pace 
will work directly with the Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies – Leiden University 
to eliminate any such discrepancies.    
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 Chapter 3: Team Registration   
  
Art. 8 - Team Registration  

  
a. Each team can for register online via Pace’s Competition website 

(https://law.pace.edu/icc).  
b. Each team needs to submit the names of at least three (3) members in order for the 

registration to be considered complete.   
c. The registration deadline is November 30, 2023. 

  
Art. 9 - Team Identification  

  
a. In the interest of fairness and objectivity, each team shall be assigned an anonymous 

number prior to submission of their memorials. This number will be emailed to each team 
by the Organization. This number becomes the team’s identifier throughout the 
Competition.  

b. Teams must not reveal their identity of their institution or country of origin to the judges at 
any time during the Competition.   

c. The Organization may disqualify or impose a Penalty against any team that intentionally 
or inadvertently discloses its school or country of origin to a judge during a competition, 
whether or not such disclosure occurs during an Oral Round.  

  
Art. 10 - Registration Fee  

  
a. The Organization will issue an invoice for payment of the registration fee to 

eligible teams.  
b. Each team must pay their registration fee within thirty (30) days of the date the 

invoice was issued.  
c. Incomplete payment of registration fee renders that particular registration 

application invalid.  
d. The Organization reserves the right to accept late payment of registration fees for 

extraordinary circumstances.  
e. The registration fee will not be refunded under any circumstances.  

 
 
Chapter 4: Competition Structure  
  
Art. 11 - Case Publication  

 
a. Teams will be provided with a fictional case intended to enable the students to familiarize 

themselves with the law and practice of the ICC. The Competition case (hereinafter: “the 
Case”) will be made publicly available on the Competition’s website.   
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Art. 14 - Final Round  
  

a. The winner of each Semi-Final round will proceed to the Final Round.  Should there be 
fewer than nine (9) teams advancing to the Semi-Finals and only two Semi-Final 
matchups, the third team to advance will be selected from the two Semi-Final runner 
ups based on a formula giving 50% weight to the team’s Semi-Final Round score and 
50% weight to the team’s combined score from the Preliminary Round oral and written 
phases.  

b. The teams are free to choose which of their three speakers will present at the Final 
Round. They are not bound by the role the speakers presented in the Pre-Rounds 
or Semi-Finals.  

c. The Bench of the Final Round will assess the substance of the arguments and the 
quality of the performance of the three teams. It will deliver its judgment and announce 
the winner of the Competition (to be picked at the discretion of the Bench, one vote per 
Judge). The team winning the Final Round will be the winner, regardless of the scoring 
of the Memorials.  

d. Roles in the final round will be assigned based on a random selection.  
  
 
Chapter 5: Memorial Provisions  

J 
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Art. 16 - Identification in Memorials   
  

a. Each team must omit the following references in their Memorials and in the metadata of 
the files:  

1. Names of team members;  
  

2. The members’ and/or the university’s country of residence;  
  

3. Its nationality; and  
  

4. The name of its university.  
 

b. Violations of this article will be sanctioned with up to forty (40) penalty points, with ten 
(10) penalty points per violation. 

  
Art. 17 - Memorial Format   
  

a. Each team must submit its Memorial in Microsoft Word and PDF format.  
b. Each Memorial must be printed on A4 sized paper or standard letter size paper.  
c. 
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Art. 23 - Plagiarism  
  
Plagiarism in Memorials will be sanctioned with the disqualification of the team. A team’s 
disqualification is final and irrevocable.  
 
Art. 24 – Use of AI Tools 
  

a. ChatGPT and other forms of generative AI are permitted as an aid in researching, writing, 
and editing your submissions.  

b. If AI is used, Teams should be extra careful about confirming their citations to authority 
since there has been a history of fictional or incorrect citations generated by AI.  

c. Use of incorrect/fictional citations generated by AI will be penalized in accordance with 
Art. 21(g). 

 
  
Chapter 6: Oral Round Provisions  

  
Art. 25 – General Procedures  

  
a. Each team shall participate in three (3) Hearings during the Preliminary Round, 

representing each role once.   
b. Each Hearing shall take up to two (2) hours, with each team being allotted a total of thirty 

(30) minutes to present their arguments. 
c. Each team scheduled to appear has a maximum of fifteen (15) minutes from the start of the 

scheduled time to appear before the bench.   
d. The Competition will proceed on an ex parte basis at the expiration of the fifteen (15) 

minutes. The Organization may decide to delay the start of the proceedings, or reschedule 
the session, in exceptional circumstances.  

e. Laptops and tablets may be used by the speaker as support for their pleadings. The counsel 
and co-counsel may use laptops/tablets to take notes during the opposing parties’ 
pleadings.  

f. All electronic devices used must be disconnected from the Internet.  
g. Communication between the counsel and co-counsel is strictly prohibited during the 

Team’s pleadings. The counsel and co-counsel may communicate in writing only during 
the pleadings of the opposing parties.  

h. No written communication or exhibits may be presented or delivered by any Team 
Member to any judge. 
  

Art. 26 – Order of Appearance and Time Division  
  

a. The order of the pleadings in each Hearing is:  
• Presentation by Prosecution Counsel: up to 20 minutes.  
• Presentation by Victims’ Counsel: up to 20 minutes.  
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• Presentation by Defense Counsel: up to 20 minutes.  
• Rebuttal by Prosecution Counsel: up to 10 minutes.  
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Art. 30 - Bench Composition  
  

a. Each Bench will be composed of one (1) or two (2) Judge(s) and one (1) Presiding Judge 
(appointed by the Organization or by consensus by the Judges participating in the 
Hearing) and shall be assisted by a Bench Clerk.   

b. If only two Judges score a given hearing, the Organization shall create a third score by 
averaging the scores of the two Judges.   

c. The organization may appoint a fourth Judge. In the event four (4) Judges score a given 
hearing, the score that is furthest from the average of all four (4) scores, and the score 
sheet on which it appears, will be disregarded.  

d. Judges in the Hearings do not have access to the Teams’ Memorials. 
e. Judges are not permitted to give their individual opinion outside the deliberation room 

regarding the quality of the presentations and results of the participating Teams. 
Furthermore, Judges are not allowed to give the participating Teams any substantive 
feedback on details of the Case. 

f. 
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procedures may result in deduction of up to 15 penalty points, and in extreme cases to the 
disqualification of the Team. 
 

b. Participants may not directly or indirectly indicate their Jurisdiction, nationality or school 
of origin to the judges, including through the wearing of name tags, pins, logos, scarves, 
uniforms, or other signifiers (including university colours), or the placement of folders, 
files, library books, or other materials identifying their school on counsel table. For the 
purposes of this Rule, the term “participants” includes Team Members, Team Advisors, 
and observers affiliated with the Team. Blatant disregard for this rule may result in 
deduction of up to 15 penalty points, and in extreme cases, the disqualification of the 
Team.  

  
Art. 35 – Recording of the Hearing  

  
a. It is strictly forbidden to record the hearings.  

 
b. Violations of this article are sanctioned with 50 penalty points.  

  
Art. 36 - Scouting  

  
a. Scouting is forbidden at all times during the Competition.  

b. Scouting is defined as:  

  
1. 
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3. Second Runner-up  

  
4. Best Oralist  

  
b. The following awards will be given by the Organization after the Final Rounds:  

  
1. Best Prosecution Counsel Memorial  

  
2. Best Defense Counsel Memorial  

  
3. Best Government Counsel Memorial  

  
c. Each participating team shall receive a certificate of participation.  

  

Chapter 8: The Organization  
  
Art. 38 – Organization  

a. The Regional Round for the Americas and Caribbean is held in White Plains, New York, 

in the United States and is organized by Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace 

University (https://law.pace.edu/icc). 

b. The Pre-Rounds, Semi-Final Rounds and the Final Round of the International 

Competition are organized by the Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies – 

Leiden University (www.iccmoot.com).  
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